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Siti Lailatul Q, A. 320 100 249. STRATEGIES USED BY THE HIGH AND 
LOW WRITING ABILITY STUDENTS TO DEVELOP WRITING SKILL 
AT MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. Research paper. 
Muhammadiyah University of Surkarta 2014. 
 
 The research paper aims at finding out and describes strategies used by the 
high and low writing ability students in developing writing skill at 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 
The type of this research is case study. The subjects of this research are 
four students chosen based on the score of writing subject. The methods of 
collecting data are interview and observation. 
The result of this research shows that two students who have high mark 
and two students who have low mark in writing subject use almost all learning 
strategies proposed by O’Malley and Chamot. However their attention in learning 
is different. Strategies used by the high writing ability students are twelve 
strategies which consist of five metacognitive strategies: advance organizer, 
directive attention, selective attention, self management and self evaluation; five 
cognitive strategies: resourcing, note taking, translation, summarizing, repetition, 
and two  social affective strategy: namely question for clarification and 
cooperation. Strategies used by the low writing ability students are six strategies 
which consist of three metacognitive strategies: directive attention, self 
management, self- evaluation, one cognitive strategy that is translation, and two 
social affective strategies; question for clarification and cooperation. 
Of the four students, the students who have high mark in writing subject 
uses highest number of learning strategies proposed by O’Malley and Chamot. 
They use more metacognitive strategies than cognitive and social-affective 
strategies. 
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